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TETHERED SCUBA DIVING COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENT
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PURPOSE

This prescribes policy for the tethered scuba diving communication requirement in operational settings.

This revision changes 3.2 to require ouffitting standby divers with two-way voice communication.

SCOPE

This policy applies to all National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) divers engaged in scientific
or working dives conducted under NOAA auspices.

POLICY

The use of tethered scuba diving equipment and techniques for operational diving must include two-way voice
communication.

Standby divers shall be outfitted with two-way voice communication.

GUIDANCE

Associated procedures, if required, will provide guidance.

RESPONSIBILITIES

The NOAA Unit Diving Supervisor is responsible for ensuring that NOAA divers are equipped with two-way
communications while performing tethered scuba dives.

DEFINITIONS

NOAA Divers Individuals certified by the NOAA Diving Program Manager to dive and perform
work in a hyperbaric environment in support of NOAA's mission. These include
NOAA employees (federal full-time and contract employees), reciprocity, and
volunteer divers.
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7. REFERENCES

OMAO 0304

Individual responsible for managing the day-to-day affairs of the NOAA Diving

Program and serving as the ranking NOAA diving official for matters relating to
the interpretation and application of the NOAA diving regulations, policies, and
procedures.

Dives performed solely as a necessary part of a scientific, research, or
education activity by individuals whose sole purpose for diving is to perform
scientific or research tasks for the advancement of science.

Underwater tasks that fall outside the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration scientific exemption that do not require scientific expertise, may
not lead to the advancement of science and involve tools and techniques
beyond those required to perform science dives.

NOAA divers appointed by a NOAA Line/Staff Office (LO/SO) Diving Officer
to oversee, direct, and approve diving activities conducted within their
respective LO/SO unit and to administer to the needs of assigned divers.

No references associated with this policy.

8. AUTHORITY

OMAO Policy 0301 — Category 0300

9. NOTES

Effect on other documents: Supersedes OMAO 3004, Tethered Scuba Diving Communication, effective

date February 24, 2010.

Distribution: MOC, MOC-A/P, NOAA Ships, NOAA Divers

Document History:
Version
2.0

1.0

Effective Date Brief Description of Changes
3/19/12 Makes it a requirement to outfit standby divers with
two-way communication.
2/24/10 Initial Document



